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The Brothers Campaign is an advocacy campaign established and supported by UK-
based charity Refugee Biriyani & Bananas (RBB) in partnership with US-based non-
profit organization In-Sight Collaborative. 

The Brothers Campaign aims to raise awareness about the stigmas and biases put
forth against single, male displaced persons and inequities in aid delivery to this
population. This campaign has been ongoing since 2016 when Ruhi Akhtar of RBB first
recognized the gaps in aid and enlisted help from the men in camp. She has since
established a system that works to include members of the affected population in the
sorting and distribution of aid while also cultivating a sense of community from the
men who are excluded from other opportunities.

Background



The Need

"Men are associated with violence and often suspected to be
culprits rather than victims of war... they don’t solicit feelings

of sympathy because they are considered strong and
capable of managing their own survival. Or worse, they are

considered fortune seekers instead of bare survivors of war." 
- Dorthea Hillhorst

With nearly 80 million people facing displacement by the end of 2019 according to
UNHCR, the sectors adapting to support those forced to flee has made great strides
thanks to technological advancement and growing innovations in the sector.
Unfortunately, in many humanitarian crises, our brothers - the men - are often
underserved at best, even completely neglected and left behind. 

Not only has our work in the refugee sector shown us that the men are under
supported and stigmatized, but we also witness high levels of brutality and
exploitation at the hands of authorities and the need for gender-specific health care
and education for men and boys. 

In addition to providing physical aid delivery, we also try to advocate for more
resources specific to displaced men and their needs.



The Brothers

Hailing from a diverse range
of countries and regions, our
brothers facing
displacement have endured
harrowing journeys to reach
the places we meet them. 

While organizations supply
vital resources, the work
would not be possible
without the help of the
brothers themselves. They
volunteer their time to help
with translation, aid delivery,
strategizing and logistics,
and communication
between the community
and the field team. 

In an average distribution,
around ten different
languages will be spoken
and utilized by the time the
entire camp has passed
through the distribution line!



Hygiene
42.6%

Shoes
35.1%

Clothing
22.2%

Here's What We've
Accomplished This Year...

Refugee Biriyani & Bananas have
spearheaded ten distributions in
Chios in 2020 with two unfinished
due to COVID-19 lockdown
restrictions.

Items Distributed

Jackets, pants, jumpers, socks, unaccompanied minors also received underwear
and shirts - 2,641 brothers received
Shoes, including unaccompanied minors - 2,743 pairs given
Hygiene packs including packs given to detainees in Chios jail - 5,080 packs
distributed

Winter Clothing Distribution, Chios, 2019-2020

Dates for Ramadan distributed to each Muslim household and to the community
mosques in partnership with Seeds of Humanity
Prayer mats and Qurans were also given per request of the community in
partnership with In-Sight Collaborative
Bicycles 
Food packs (ongoing due to COVID-19 restrictions)

Full Island Distribution, Chios, 2020



COVID-19 emphasized the importance of
localizing our operations as much as possible.
The strength of the ground teams made up
mostly of volunteers from the camp community
meant that communication with the camp
population throughout lockdown was possible
and distributions could be executed in a safe and
effective manner

We were also happy to have In-Sight
Collaborative support a small grant for a project
directed by one of our brothers from Afghanistan
who established a school within camp to help
provide community support while they were cut
off from the outside world. 

COVID-19 restrictions on camp limited the capacity to distribute necessary food
and clothing items
Restricted movement had severe logistical and psychological implications for
camp residents 
Uncertainty of the future has made it difficult to plan
Global financial strain has changed the strategies we must use to generate funds

COVID-19 

Obstacles and Barriers:

Adaptations:

"I am so so happy 
I can help my

students with the
help of you!"



"My brother is behind bars. His hands were
cuffed, his jewelry was stripped from his

wrists, and now he clings to the cold iron cell
in defeat. He fled his home seeking safety.

Every day his life hung in the balance. He has
fought for his life; his knuckles are rough and
scarred, but they are as graceful and tender

as his heart when they reach through the
bars to wipe the tears streaming down my

face.

'No, sister, no… don’t cry. Please don’t cry.'"

Brothers in Detention

18,204
According to Global Detention Project, 18,204 asylum seekers
were in detention in 2018. With no access to the outside world,
we quickly realized that there is an entire population of people

falling through the gaps and needing legal support and
advocacy.



Refugee Biriyani & Bananas and In-Sight Collaborative staff have
joined forces to support our brothers in detention as best we
can. Both organizations have brought calling cards to the Chios
jail so that detainees can call their families and seek legal
support. 

The Refugee Biriyani & Bananas team also tries to bring hygiene
supplies to the detainees in Chios and connect our brothers with
legal support and advocates when they are put behind bars. 

The number of immigration detainees has doubled since 2016
and no data is currently available to confirm our observation of
increased detention in response to COVID-19.
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Brothers in Detention

https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/greece



Turkey Assessment:

Methods

Findings

Using information and contacts from
our brothers who have spent time in
Turkey before making it to Greece,
we met with community
representatives to establish the
needs and the level of support
different populations were receiving
in Turkey

Access to medical care 
Exploitation by workplaces and
authorities
Difficulties due to
documentation status

Thus far, our brothers have identified
their top problems as:

In-Sight Collaborative has decided to take on a one-year assessment
in Turkey, focusing on underserved populations in Istanbul. The goal
of the assessment period will be to establish a network of local
support, cultivate lasting relationships with community members to
accompany them on their journey along the migratory pathway, and
provide sustainable interventions that promote the return of
autonomy and are guided by the community leaders.



Funding

We would like to thank the following grant-makers for
their support of The Brothers Campaign:

In-Sight Collaborative thanks:
Move92
Andre Kamber
The Jim Williamson Memorial Fund

Refugee Biriyani & Bananas thanks: 
Donate4Refugees
AAISA
Do Your Part
Hasting Supports Refugees
Derby Refugee Solidarity
Harlow Events for the Ummah

Crowdfunding
79.9%

Grants
16.7%

Subscription Donors
3.4%


